Introduction to Political Theory Study Guide

Your test will consist of five identifications in which you will offer a three to five sentence summary of five of the thinkers listed below and a substantial essay selected from one of three essays selected from the five essays listed below. The identifications will count as half of your test score with the essay counting as the other half of your total score.  Excellent identifications will receive a score of 10 points, good identification answers will receive a score of 8 points, average answers will receive a score of 6 points, and poor answers will receive 0 points.  An excellent essay will receive a score of 50 points, a good essay will receive a score of 40 points, an average essay will receive a score of 30 points, and a poor essay will receive 20 points.  Not attempting the essay will result in zero points.  Your essay should be a minimum of six blue book pages in length and should offer detailed insight into the thought of the thinkers you are investigating.  
John Rawls

Thomas Hobbes

John Locke

James Madison

Thomas Jefferson

C. Wright Mill

Karl Marx

Jean Jacques Rousseau

Edmund Burke

Joseph Schumpeter

John Dewey

Karl Kautsky

Eduard Bernstein

Vladmir Lenin

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel

1. What is ideology?  What are the distinguishing features of ideologies? Why should we study ideologies and what attitudes do Ingersoll, Mathews, and Davison expect the student to take as they begin their study of ideologies? How does this attitude relate to Glenn Tinder’s essay “Why Engage in Political Thinking?”

2. What is the historical context of the emergence of liberalism (discuss feudalism, religion, science, and philosophy)? How does Thomas Hobbes’ thinking relate to the emergence of liberalism?  How does John Locke’s thinking relate to the emergence of liberalism? What is the relationship between Hobbes and Locke and how does their social contract theory differ from Jean Jacques Rousseau’s conception of the social contract?

3. Compare and contrast the political ideas of James Madison and Thomas Jefferson. Discuss the philosophic roots of Madison in individualistic market liberalism and Jefferson’s roots in the tradition described by Ingersoll, Mathews, and Davison as alternative liberalism?  Whose political ideas do you find more compelling?

4. Discuss the philosophy of Hegel and explain how Marx’s philosophy is reliant upon Hegel’s insights.  Does Marx’s system overcome the limitations identified by Ludwig Feuerbach as the primary weakness of the Hegelian system?
5. Discuss how Karl Marx’s philosophy evolves under Lenin and compare it to more moderate interpretations of Marxism by Karl Kautsky and Eduard Bernstein. Is it possible to bring about the fully human and authentic life envisioned by Marx through the mechanism of violence? 
